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*Issues of sustainability were introduced in the context of global citizenship. Throughout the 
course, students were asked to reflect on the nature of citizenship and their rights and 
responsibilities as citizens. The course concluded by examining the possibility of extending the 
nature of citizenship beyond the boundaries of the state so that one could speak of citizens of 
the world. Here, students were asked about their responsibilities to their fellow earthlings, and 
this naturally led to a discussion of the need to be concerned about and care for the 
environment. Although we are still looking for readings that specifically link the notion of 
global citizenship to issues surrounding sustainability, we did find enough material to generate 
discussion for a 75-minute class period on the topic. Two students then decided to do their 
final projects on environmental issues. The first was a presentation on general issues 
surrounding climate change, and the second discussed the government’s role in recovery 
efforts from hurricane Sandy.  
  

 
First Year Seminar: Preparing for Democratic Citizenship 
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Course Description and Objectives:  Although a healthy economy is necessary for a strong 
government and a robust society, the lifeblood of a democracy is an informed and engaged 
citizenry.  This course both explores the central role that citizens play in making democracy 
work and seeks to further your development as an informed and engaged citizen.  In so doing, 
we will probe fundamental questions concerning the nature of citizenship, the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens of a democratic society, and how such responsibilities might extend 
to a global community.  Readings will be from philosophers such as Plato, Thomas Hobbes, 
and Jean-Jacque Rousseau, the founders of our democracy, and contemporary thinkers who 
have wrestled, both in theory and in practice, with the notion of citizenship and what it takes 
to have a healthy and flourishing democracy.  Through these readings we will confront 
theoretical issues such as the nature of justice, freedom, and equality, and apply these notions 
to practical issues such as education, the economy, and the environment.  Finally, we will begin 
and end with some reflections on how becoming an informed and engaged citizen is a crucial 
component of a Jesuit education that aims to shape men and women for others. 
 
Grading, Course Requirements, and Attendance Policy: As a first-year seminar, the 
purpose of this class is to introduce you not only to the study of philosophy and the nature of 
democratic citizenship, but also to life as a university student and the purpose of a Jesuit 
education.  In particular, we will be stressing three key pillars of Jesuit education: (1) eloquentia 
perfecta or the ability to express oneself both orally and in writing; (2) magis or the striving for 
personal excellence; and (3) cura personalis or the education of the whole person.  To these ends, 
assignments and course requirements have been structured to integrate you into the larger 
university culture and to develop a mentoring relationship between (you) the student and (us) 
the professors.  Of particular note is the fact that there are no written exams.  Instead, grades 
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are based on a combination of class preparation and participation, oral presentations, oral 
examinations, and formal essays.  What this means is that this seminar requires continual, 
active engagement on your behalf, and this can only be achieved if you come to each class 
having done the assignment for a given day.  In addition to various in class assignments, you 
will also be asked to attend on- and potentially off-campus events and to pay attention to 
media coverage of issues pertaining to citizenship. 
 
The grade for the course will be based on the following elements and the corresponding 
percentages: 
 

I. Class Participation, Oral “Examinations”, and Reading Responses:  30% 
a.  Class Participation and Attendance:      10% 
b.  Reading Responses and Extra-Curricular Events:    5% 
c.  Midterm Examination:       5% 
d.  Final Examination:        10% 

 II. Presentations:        30% 
  a.  Group Presentations on the Trial of Socrates    5% 
  b.  Group Presentations on Elections and the Election   5% 
  c.  Individual Presentation (10 minutes) on Citizenship   20% 
 III. Formal Essays:        40% 
  a.  750-Word Essay on the Trial of Socrates     10% 
  b.  750-Word Essay on Freedom and Democracy    15% 
  c.  750-Word Essay on Individualism and the Common Good   15% 
 
Points will be given for each assignment and then translated into a letter grade by way of a 
customary grading scale (100-90 = A/A-, 89-80 = B+/B/B-, etc.) (see below for information 
on grading of the reading responses and extra-curricular events).  The class participation 
grade will be calculated according to the quality and quantity of contributions to class 
discussion (see below for the attendance policy).  The midterm (conducted during weeks 8 
and 9) and final “examinations” (conducted during the final week of class and the final 
exam period) should be thought of as one-on-one, relaxed “conversations” with the professor 
about the subject matter of the course.  These grades will be closely linked to your class 
participation grade, and it will give students who speak less in class an opportunity to improve 
their grade by exhibiting an exemplary comprehension of the material and it will ensure that, 
for students who speak more often in class, there has been some substantive engagement with 
and understanding of the readings.  More will be said about the structure and content of the 
group presentations and the formal essays as the semester progresses.  The individual 
presentations will be held during the final week of class as well as during the two-hour time 
period that is set aside for final exams.  For these, you will be asked to speak between 10 and 
15 minutes on a topic that we will help you choose. 
 
For the reading responses and extra-curricular events, students will be required to submit 
the following: (1) eight short (two-paragraph) summaries of and responses to assigned readings; 
(2) two short (two-paragraph) summaries and responses to on- or off-campus events that you 
have attended, preferably relating to either philosophy or citizenship.  These assignments are 
graded on a plus, check, minus, zero system.  For the first type of assignment (1), there are 
eleven opportunities, marked by a (*) next to the date on the schedule of readings, for you to 
submit the required eight assignments.  Responses to the Greg Boyle lecture on September 17, 
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due in class on September 18, are in addition to the above requirements.  For a “plus” on 
assignment type (2), you should announce the event to the class prior to its occurrence.  
Students can earn extra-credit toward this grade by doing more than the number of required 
assignments. 
 
Attendance at all classes is required.  Missing more than two classes will adversely affect the 
participation grade (unless all absences are excused).  Missing six classes or more will not only 
result in a zero for the class participation grade, but the instructor reserves the right to assign a failing 
grade for the course in such cases.  Excused absences will be granted in cases of severe illness or a 
death in the immediate family—appropriate documentation is required.  For unexcused absences, 
no documentation is required.  The instructor reserves the right to assign a zero to any paper that 
is handed in late without an acceptable excuse.  All reading responses are due on the day for 
which the reading has been assigned and late submissions will not be accepted. 
 
Classroom Policy:  University students are expected to behave like adults in the classroom. 
 
Email Policy:  Although I often respond to questions via email very quickly, I reserve the 
right to take up to 24 hours.  Emails sent over the weekend or during holidays may not be 
answered until the next working day.  Keep this policy in mind before paper deadlines and 
exams.  For questions that require lengthy responses, please visit me during office hours or 
make an appointment. 
 
Office Hours:  I encourage all students to visit me during office hours.  This is especially true 
if you are having difficulties with the readings or assignments.  One of the benefits of 
attending a smaller, private university is the increased access students have to professors, and 
therefore it only makes sense to take advantage of this. 
 
Academic Honesty:  Dishonest behavior on papers (e.g., plagiarism) will also result in zero 
points for the exercise.  In cases of egregious plagiarism—e.g., copying an entire paper written 
by another person or buying a paper online—the student will receive an F for the course.  If 
there are questions about such issues, please talk to me or refer directly to the Academic Code of 
Honesty (http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html) 
beforehand.  All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences. 
 
Students with Disabilities:  In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with 
disabilities must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide 
relevant and current medical documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello 
(Extension 4039, LSC 577) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218, LSC 580) for an appointment. For 
more information, see http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities. 

Writing Center Services:  The Writing Center focuses on helping students become better 
writers. Consultants will work one-on-one with students to discuss students’ work and provide 
feedback at any stage of the writing process. Scheduling appointments early in the writing 
progress is encouraged.  To meet with a writing consultant, stop by during the Writing 
Center’s regular hours of operation, call (570) 941-6147 to schedule an appointment, or 
complete the Writing Assistance Request Form online. You can also schedule an online 
appointment using Google Docs and Google Talk. 
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Required Texts: 
1. Plato. Five Dialogues, ed. J. Cooper.  Hackett, 2002.  ISBN: 0872206335 (Bookstore). 
2. Nussbaum, Martha. Not for Profit: Why Democracy Needs the Humanities. Princeton 

University Press, 2010. ISBN: 9780691140643 (Bookstore). 
3. Jean-Jacque Rousseau. The Social Contract. Hackett, 1998. ISBN: 978-0872200685. 

(Bookstore) 
4. Robert Bellah. Habits of the Heart. University of California Press, 2007. ISBN: 

0520254198. (Bookstore) 
5. Myers, Sondra (ed.). The Democracy Reader (Distributed in Class) 
6. EH = Electronic Handouts: Available on ANGEL, please print out and bring to class. 

 
Schedule of Readings, Papers, and Examinations (Subject to Revision): 
 
Week 1: 
Aug 28 (T): Introduction—Jesuit Education and Democratic Citizenship 
 
*Aug 30 (R): Democracy and Education 

Reading: Nussbaum, Not for Profit, chs. 1 and 2. 
* = Required Reading Responses 

 
Week 2: 
Sept 4 (T): Democracy and Education 

Reading: Nussbaum, Not for Profit, chs. 3 and 4. 
 
*Sept 6 (R): Socratic Education 
 Reading: Plato, Euthyphro (All) in Five Dialogues, pp. 1-20. 
 
Week 3: 
Sept 11 (T): The Trial of Socrates 
 Reading: Plato, Apology (All) in Five Dialogues, pp. 21-44. 
 
*Sept 13 (R): The Trial of Socrates 
 Reading: Plato, Apology (All) in Five Dialogues, pp. 21-44. 
 
Week 4: 
Sept 17 (M): Lecture, Greg Boyle S.J., Byron Recreation Complex, 6pm. 
 
Sept 18 (T): Discussion of Greg Boyle Lecture and Presentation Preparation  
 Please bring a written Summary of and Reaction to Boyle’s Lecture 
  
Sept 20 (R): Group Presentations—The Trial of Socrates 
 First Paper Due: The Trial of Socrates 
 
Week 5: 
Sept 25 (T): What is Justice? 

Reading: Plato, Republic I (EH) 
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*Sept 27 (R): A First Look at Contractarianism 
Reading: Plato, Republic II (EH) 

 
Week 6: 
Oct 2 (T): Government as a Contract 

Reading: Hobbes, Selections from the Leviathan (EH) 
 
*Oct 4 (R): Government as a Contract  

Reading: Hobbes, Selections from the Leviathan (EH) 
 
Week 7: 
Oct 9 (T): The Social Contract and the General Will 

Reading: Rousseau, Social Contract, Bk. I. 
 
*Oct 11 (R): The Social Contract and the General Will  

Reading: Rousseau, Social Contract, Bk. II and Bk IV (ch. 1). 
 
Week 8: 
Oct 16 (T): Midterm Break 
 
*Oct 18 (R): Two Concepts of Liberty 
 Readings: (1) Isaiah Berlin, “Two Concepts of Liberty” (EH). 
         (2) B. Constant, “The Liberty of Ancient Compared with that of Moderns” (EH). 
 
Week 9: 
Oct 23 (T): The Founding of the United States of America 
 Readings: (1) Declaration of Independence, in Myers, p. 281f. 
      (2) Constitution of the United States (Preamble, Bill of Rights), in Myers, p. 282f. 
      (3) Further reading may be required. 
 
Oct 25 (R): American Presidents  
 Readings: (1) Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address, in Myers, p. 284. 
      (2) Franklin D. Roosevelt, State of the Union Address, 1941. (EH) 
      (3) John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address, 1961. (EH) 
 Second Paper Due:  Freedom and Democracy 
 
Week 10: 
Oct 29 (T): From Liberty to Tyranny? 
 Reading: Friedrich Hayek, Road to Serfdom, chs. 2, 3, and 9. (EH) 
 
*Nov 1 (R):  American Libertarianism 
 Reading: (1) Ayn Rand, “Why ‘Selfishness’?” (EH) 
    (2) Ayn Rand, “The Objectivist Ethics.” (EH) 
    (3) Ayn Rand, “Collectivized Ethics.” (EH). 
 
Week 11: 
Nov 6 (T):  Second Group Presentation and Election Day 
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Nov 8 (R): The Recent Economic Crisis 
 In-Class Film: The Flaw 
 Reading: Milton Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom, intro., chs. 1 and 2 (EH). 
 
Week 12: 
Nov 13 (T): American Individualism and the Common Good 
 Reading: Robert Bellah, Habits of the Heart, chs. 1 and 6. 
 
*Nov 15 (R): American Individualism and the Common Good 
 Reading: Robert Bellah, Habits of the Heart, chs. 7, 8, and 10.  
 
Week 13: 
*Nov 20 (T): Round Table on the Individual and the Common Good 
 Reading: (1) Jean Bethke Elshtain, from Democracy on Trial, in Myers, pp. 122-125. 
    (2) William Sullivan, from “Infrastructure…,” in Myers, pp. 126-128. 
     (3) Benjamin Barber, from Jihad vs. McWorld, in Myers, pp. 151-157. 
     
Nov 22 (R): Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Week 14:   
Nov 27 (T):  Global Citizenship and the Environment 
 Reading: (1) Nussbaum, Not for Profit, ch. 5. 
    (2) Selected Reading on Issues of Sustainability. 
 Third Paper Due: The Individual and the Common Good 
 
*Nov 29 (R):  Global Citizenship, Jesuit Education, and You 
 Reading: (1) Adolfo Nicholas, S.J., “Challenges to Jesuit Higher Education Today.” 
    (2) Kofi Annan, from “The 2001 Nobel Lecture,” in Myers, pp. 275-277. 
    (3) Joseph Stiglitz, from “Globalization and its Discontents” (EH). 
 
Week 15:   
Dec 4 (T): Individual Presentations 
 
Dec 6 (R): Individual Presentations  
 
Week 16: 
Final Exam (Individual Presentations):  Date and Time to be Determined 
 
  


